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Briefing Note to Deeping St James Parish Council: 
Review of Deepings Neighbourhood Plan (DNP) and prospective Design Code Work. 
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a. Purpose of note
The purpose of this report is to provide information on: 

a. the process of updating the Deepings Neighbourhood Plan
b. an early review on radically improving our influence on the design of new developments.

b. Revising the Neighbourhood Plan Click here for information  About us (deepingsplan.org)

The Neighbourhood plan was adopted in June 2021. It will generally be reviewed on a 5-year cycle.   
Over its 2.5 years of use it has had a considerable influence on local planning decisions - noticeably 
in relation to larger development across both parishes (e.g. the Town centre retail store, various 
industrial developments, and early influence on larger new housing estates that are in the pipeline).  

To ensure the DNP remains relevant to local needs, the process of revising that plan has started. 

Initial work will seek residents’ views on the issues that the replacement Neighbourhood Plan should 
cover. This will start in December with publicity in the Deepings Advertiser and a presence at the 
Christmas market on 30 December.  

Recommended action: to note this forthcoming work. 

c. New design code work

Design Codes are explained in the attached appendix. They are: 

“a set of simple, concise, illustrated design requirements that are visual and numerical 
wherever possible to provide specific, detailed parameters for the physical development of a 
site or area”    Click here for information Office for Place - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

The new DNP will provide enhanced guidance on the design of new development. The DNP group 
has decided to accelerate this work given several large developments likely to be proposed over the 
next few years in Deeping.  

This work will be incorporated within the revised DNP to give it full weight as a ‘material 
considerations’ in planning decisions. 

The DNP Group applied for and secured direct assistance from the Government to do this work (at 
no cost to DSJ and MD Parishes).   A national Design Consultancy Aecom has commenced and will 
produce first drafts shortly.  This work represents best practice with the DNP Group proactively 
promoting better development.   

Recommended action: to note this work has started. 
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https://www.deepingsplan.org/


National Government design agenda 2019 - 2023

Ask for Beauty - Refuse Ugliness - Promote Stewardship

LTN 
1/20

Stronger wording –
refuse mediocre

2 of 9

Extracts from presention by SKDC  to DNP Group in Sept 2023



What is a Design Code?

• Design tool that tells you
exactly what to do: a set of
prescriptions or instructions –
a template

• Highly technical: not
aspirational but sets the
expected performance
specification

• Ideally: clear, focussed,
graphic, measurable, attractive
and concise (many are too
long)
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What is a code’s purpose and use?

• Increase clarity about what is acceptable design quality

• Increase certainty for all about outcomes

• Speed up the delivery of high quality new development

• Used by developers, designers and planners: not for the
general public

• Variety of scales, from district-wide, areas of places, site
specific, parts of larger sites, or small scale self-build
developments
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Market Deeping and Deeping St James code options

• Appended to review of Neighbourhood Plan

• Efficient to do NP review and code at same
time (e.g. community engagement)

• Scale options:  NP area –wide or particular
development site (decide at scoping stage)

• Select what to focus on (decide at scoping
stage)

• Funding available (‘additional grant funding’
includes Design Codes)

www.neighbourhoodplanning.org
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Arbury Design Code - Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council, 2022

Relates to an allocated site in Local Plan, by LPA to inform planning applications
Focus: NDG - Open space and nature, movement and connectivity, built form, character 
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Example



Arbury Design Code Example
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Example



Trumpington Meadows, Cambridge
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Example



Trumpington Meadows, Cambridge – local character
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Example




